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Trends and Benchmarks

Preparation
High School GPA Fall                                              2007-08 u 3.6 3.5 3.6 3.8

ACT Composite 25% Fall                                              2007-08 e 23 23 24 27

ACT Composite 75% Fall                                              2007-08 e 27 27 29 31

High School Standing
Freshmen Top 10% Fall                                              2007-08 u 29% 23% 45% 92%

Freshmen Top 25% Fall                                              2007-08 u 69% 54% 84% 99%

Admissions Statistics
1

% Admit Ratio Fall 2008-09 d 70.0% 42.2% 62.8% 82.3%

% Yield Ratio Fall 2008-09 u 42.2% 32.2% 34.3% 47.3%

Entering Class Profile
Total First-Time Students Fall 2007-08 u 7,541 4,287 6,168 7,198

  % Minority Fall 2007-08 d 16.6% 9.6% 14.2% 28.8%

  % International Fall 2007-08 u 5.1% 1.4% 3.7% 6.3%

  % Female Fall 2007-08 d 55.2% 42.2% 50.7% 55.7%

  % Full Time Fall 2007-08 d 98.2% 99.2% 99.8% 99.9%

  % In-state Residents of U.S. Total Fall 2007-08 d 88.7% 57.9% 67.3% 93.5%

Total Student Profile
Total Headcount Fall 2007-08 u 46,045 29,117 41,563 52,568

   Minority Fall 2007-08 d 16.1% 9.3% 12.5% 23.2%

   International Fall 2007-08 u 8.4% 5.7% 8.3% 12.7%

   Female Fall 2007-08 e 54.0% 41.2% 48.7% 52.8%

Total Student Headcount
      Minority Fall 2007-08 e 7,414 2,720 5,397 9,827

   International Fall 2007-08 u 3,869 1,665 3,731 5,378

   Female Fall 2007-08 u 24,856 15,320 19,953 26,876

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

Big Ten Public**

1Calculations use IPEDS data. *Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**Big Ten Public values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Preparation
High School GPA Fall                                              2007-08   u 3.6 3.4 3.6 4.0

ACT Composite 25% Fall                                              2007-08   u 23 21 24 26

ACT Composite 75% Fall                                              2007-08   e 27 26 29 31

High School Standing
Freshmen Top 10% Fall                                              2007-08   u 29% 26% 45% 97%

Freshmen Top 25% Fall                                              2007-08   u 69% 53% 81% 100%

Admissions Statistics
1

% Admit Ratio Fall 2008-09 d 70.0% 38.8% 62.8% 88.9%

% Yield Ratio Fall 2008-09 u 42.2% 23.1% 42.8% 68.6%

Entering Class Profile
Total First-Time Students Fall 2007-08 u 7,541 4,235 5,994 8,094

  % Minority Fall 2007-08 d 16.6% 9.6% 20.1% 60.9%

  % International Fall 2007-08 u 5.1% 0.4% 2.2% 6.3%

  % Female Fall 2007-08 d 55.2% 42.2% 49.4% 58.7%

  % Full Time Fall 2007-08 d 98.2% 93.7% 99.7% 99.9%

  % In-state Residents of U.S. Total Fall 2007-08 d 88.7% 60.5% 80.6% 96.0%

Total Student Profile
Total Headcount Fall 2007-08 u 46,045 22,973 40,534 52,568

   Minority Fall 2007-08 d 16.1% 8.5% 15.0% 49.4%

   International Fall 2007-08 u 8.4% 5.1% 7.3% 12.7%

   Female Fall 2007-08 e 54.0% 41.2% 48.7% 53.6%

Total Student Headcount
      Minority Fall 2007-08 e 7,414 1,985 7,683 15,175

   International Fall 2007-08 u 3,869 1,348 3,275 5,378

   Female Fall 2007-08 u 24,856 10,903 19,331 27,394

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

AAU Public Land Grant**

1Calculations use IPEDS data. *Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**AAU Public Land Grant values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Tuition and Scholarships
Student Tuition & Fees FY                                                2006-07   u $466,452,694 $281,073,000 $486,442,378 $785,525,000

Scholarship Allowances FY                                                2006-07   u $60,409,285 $30,807,322 $75,287,341 $160,474,000

Scholarships as a % of Total FY                                                2006-07   u 13.0% 9.5% 16.5% 22.2%

Section Size
US News Classes Under 20 Fall                                              2007-08 u 25% 33% 39% 51%

US News Classes Over 50 Fall                                              2007-08 d 22% 10% 18% 19%

Six Year Graduation Rate

Predicted 6 yr. Grad Rate
1

FY                                                2007-08 u 62% 60% 64% 81%

Actual 6 yr. Grad Rate FY                                                2007-08 u 74% 63% 72% 88%

Value Added
2

FY                                                2007-08 d 12 -4 6 20

Retention
Undergraduate Rate Fall                                              2007-08 u 91.0% 84.0% 91.0% 96.0%

Degrees
Total Degrees (B, M, D, P) FY 2007-08 u 10,528 6,775 9,594 11,401

Baccalaureate FY 2007-08 u 75.4% 58.3% 70.3% 88.2%

Masters FY 2007-08 d 17.3% 11.8% 22.8% 34.8%

Doctoral FY 2007-08 d 4.2% 5.0% 6.8% 7.3%

Graduate Professional FY 2007-08 u 3.1% 2.8% 3.4% 7.6%

Research & Development: National Science Foundation
3

Expenditures ($ in Thousands) FY 2006-07 u $360,852 $294,981 $624,149 $840,672

Ranking FY 2006-07 u 44 61 14 3

5 yr. Change FY 2006-07 d 24.5% -1.4% 26.3% 66.6%

Faculty Research Dollars
$ Per Tenure Sys Faculty

3
 (Thousands) Ratios 2006-07 u $186 $201 $251 $411

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

Big Ten Public**

1US News & World Report calculation.
2Values reflect differences for individual Big Ten institutions and not between figures given above.
3Limited to $ in NSF selected disciplines in Science & Engineering (does not include business, 

education, communications, etc.).

*Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**Big Ten Public values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Tuition and Scholarships
Student Tuition & Fees FY                                                2006-07   u $466,452,694 $146,747,265 $337,300,159 $641,374,583

Scholarship Allowances FY                                                2006-07   u $60,409,285 $30,807,322 $67,799,240 $110,740,000

Scholarships as a % of Total FY                                                2006-07   u 13.0% 9.5% 19.0% 39.8%

Section Size
US News Classes Under 20 Fall                                              2007-08   u 25% 22% 38% 50%

US News Classes Over 50 Fall                                              2007-08   d 22% 12% 18% 23%

Six Year Graduation Rate

Predicted 6 yr. Grad Rate
1

FY                                                2007-08   u 62% 61% 68% 82%

Actual 6 yr. Grad Rate FY                                                2007-08   u 74% 56% 73% 85%

Value Added
2

FY                                                2007-08   d 12 -5 4 20

Retention
Undergraduate Rate Fall                                              2007-08   u 91.0% 79.0% 91.0% 94.0%

Degrees
Total Degrees (B, M, D, P) FY 2007-08 u 10,528 4,048 8,286 14,181

Baccalaureate FY 2007-08 u 75.4% 58.3% 76.9% 88.2%

Masters FY 2007-08 d 17.3% 11.8% 19.9% 28.0%

Doctoral FY 2007-08 d 4.2% 4.8% 6.7% 7.3%

Graduate Professional FY 2007-08 u 3.1% 0.3% 3.3% 8.8%

Research & Development: National Science Foundation
3

Expenditures ($ in Thousands) FY 2006-07 u $360,852 $217,158 $537,821 $840,672

Ranking FY 2006-07 u 44 79 23 3

5 yr. Change FY 2006-07 d 24.5% 10.7% 30.8% 66.6%

Faculty Research Dollars

$ Per Tenure Sys Faculty
3
 (Thousands) Ratios 2006-07 u $186 $171 $247 $417

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

AAU Public Land Grant**

1US News & World Report calculation.
2Values reflect differences for individual Big Ten institutions and not between figures given above.
3Limited to $ in NSF selected disciplines in Science & Engineering (does not include business, 

education, communications, etc.).

*Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**AAU Public Land Grant values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Research Lab Space
Square Footage Fall                                              2005-06   d 1,029,479 494,485 1,382,664 1,738,758

Square Footage per Full-Time TS Faculty Ratios                                            2005-06   u 542.1 341.0 710.5 831.0

Rsrch Expenditures
1
 per Sq Ft of Lab Fall                                              2005-06   u $348 $296 $460 $718

Research Library Ranking

ARL Ranking
2

FY 2006-07 u 49 46 16 6

Licensing Revenues and Patent Activity
Licensing Income Adjusted Gross FY 2006-07 d $5,583,655 $1,245,496 $6,575,787 $63,315,910

Cumulative Active Licenses FY 2006-07 u 364 156 329 756

Licenses and Options-Executed FY 2006-07 u 28 12 52 99

Start Up Companies FY 2006-07 5 2 5 8

US Patents Applications Filed FY 2006-07 e 60 33 103 177

US Patents Issued FY 2006-07 d 35 12 34 87

Fund Raising

Endowment (thousands)
3

FY 2007-08 u $1,066,314 $935,453 $1,735,660 $7,571,904

Endowment 5 Year Change FY 2007-08 u 74.4% 46.4% 68.1% 126.0%

Annual Giving (thousands) FY 2007-08 u $171,696 $124,929 $242,010 $412,094

US News Average Alumni Giving Rate
4

FY                                                2007-08 e 15.0% 13.0% 15.0% 22.0%

Faculty Composition by Appointment
Full Time Tenure System Fall 2008-09 d 72.9% 55.9% 73.7% 86.1%

Full Time Fixed Term Fall 2008-09 u 27.1% 13.9% 26.3% 44.1%

Total Full Time Faculty Fall 2008-09 u 2,615 1,844 2,622 4,054

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

Big Ten Public**

1Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2005-06.
2Based on an index developed by the Association of Research Libraries to measure the relative 

size of university libraries.
3MSU: Traditional Endowment ($703 M) + MSU Foundation ($363 M).
4US News Survey 2008.

*Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**Big Ten Public values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Research Lab Space
Square Footage Fall                                              2005-06   d 1,029,479 1,246,265 1,389,062 1,686,054

Square Footage per Full-Time TS Faculty Ratios                                            2005-06   u 542.1 494.7 714.2 831.0

Rsrch Expenditures
1
 per Sq Ft of Lab Fall                                              2005-06   u $348 $296 $416 $517

Research Library Ranking

ARL Ranking
2

FY 2006-07 u 49 100 32 8

Licensing Revenues and Patent Activity
Licensing Income Adjusted Gross FY 2006-07 d $5,583,655 $1,171,967 $6,353,640 $63,315,910

Cumulative Active Licenses FY 2006-07 u 364 156 303 756

Licenses and Options-Executed FY 2006-07 u 28 12 55 113

Start Up Companies FY 2006-07 5 1 4 9

US Patents Applications Filed FY 2006-07 e 60 45 69 177

US Patents Issued FY 2006-07 d 35 18 28 77

Fund Raising

Endowment (thousands)
3

FY 2007-08 u $1,066,314 $518,709 $1,250,603 $2,750,770

Endowment 5 Year Change FY 2007-08 u 74.4% 57.4% 70.6% 333.2%

Annual Giving (thousands) FY 2007-08 u $171,696 $78,051 $177,997 $111,892,180

US News Average Alumni Giving Rate
4

FY 2007-08 e 15.0% 7.0% 15.0% 24.0%

Faculty Composition by Appointment
Full Time Tenure System Fall 2008-09 d 72.9% 45.9% 71.6% 86.1%

Full Time Fixed Term Fall 2008-09 u 27.1% 13.9% 28.4% 54.1%

Total Full Time Faculty Fall 2008-09 u 2,615 1,391 2,203 4,001

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

AAU Public Land Grant**

1Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2005-06.
2Based on an index developed by the Association of Research Libraries to measure the relative 

size of university libraries.
3MSU: Traditional Endowment ($703 M) + MSU Foundation ($363 M).
4US News Survey 2008.

*Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**AAU Public Land Grant values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Faculty Composition by Gender & Ethnicity
Full Time Tenure System Women Fall 2008-09 u 602 434 533 801

as a percent of total Fall 2008-09 u 31.6% 26.3% 29.8% 32.5%

Full Time Tenure System Minorities Fall 2008-09 u 346 222 342 501

as a percent of total Fall                                              2008-09   u 18.2% 15.5% 16.6% 22.0%

Faculty Compensation
Average Faculty Salary FY 2008-09 u $95,261 $92,765 $100,658 $112,832

Average Faculty Compensation FY 2008-09 u $126,657 $120,722 $125,243 $138,892

Graduate Assistants FTE
Teaching Assistant Fall 2008-09 u 625 699 898 1,336

Research Assistant Fall 2008-09 d 820 486 1,022 1,344

Other Assistant Fall 2008-09 0 0 34 362

Total Grad Assistant Fall 2008-09 d 1,445 1,272 2,030 2,607

Graduate Assistant Compensation
Teaching Assistant Avg Cash Stipend AY 2008-09 u $14,284 $12,628 $13,839 $15,999

TA Cash + Paid Healthcare AY 2008-09 u $16,010 $14,090 $15,673 $18,439

Research Assistant Avg Cash Stipend AY 2008-09 u $14,892 $11,828 $15,327 $16,232

RA Cash + Paid Healthcare AY 2008-09 u $16,618 $13,494 $16,904 $18,657

Support Staff
Total Support Staff Fall                                              2008-09 u 7,706 6,029 9,084 19,962

Professional Support Fall                                              2008-09 u 4,491 2,409 3,995 10,201

Full Time Sup. Staff per Ranked Faculty Fall                                              2008-09 d 2.9 2.9 3.3 6.2

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

Big Ten Public**

*Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**Big Ten Public values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Faculty Composition by Gender & Ethnicity
Full Time Tenure System Women Fall 2008-09 u 602 295 488 801

as a percent of total Fall 2008-09 u 31.6% 22.8% 29.5% 33.4%

Full Time Tenure System Minorities Fall 2008-09 u 346 145 289 443

as a percent of total Fall                                              2008-09   u 18.2% 14.2% 17.2% 22.0%

Faculty Compensation
Average Faculty Salary FY 2008-09 u $95,261 $81,587 $98,208 $112,942

Average Faculty Compensation FY 2008-09 u $126,657 $101,121 $125,205 $147,556

Graduate Assistants FTE
Teaching Assistant Fall 2008-09 u 625 302 866 1,336

Research Assistant Fall 2008-09 d 820 459 1,036 1,344

Other Assistant Fall 2008-09 0 0 44 362

Total Grad Assistant Fall 2008-09 d 1,445 761 1,977 2,607

Graduate Assistant Compensation
Teaching Assistant Avg Cash Stipend AY 2008-09 u $14,284 $9,940 $13,915 $15,863

TA Cash + Paid Healthcare AY 2008-09 u $16,010 $12,121 $15,758 $19,429

Research Assistant Avg Cash Stipend AY 2008-09 u $14,892 $10,643 $15,240 $18,765

RA Cash + Paid Healthcare AY 2008-09 u $16,618 $12,568 $16,780 $22,406

Support Staff
Total Support Staff Fall                                              2008-09 u 7,706 3,956 8,080 19,962

Professional Support Fall                                              2008-09 u 4,491 1,788 3,478 10,201

Full Time Sup. Staff per Ranked Faculty Fall                                              2008-09 d 2.9 2.2 3.1 6.2

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

AAU Public Land Grant**

*Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**AAU Public Land Grant values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Expenditures by Mission
Instruction FY                                                2006-07   d 31% 15% 21% 36%

Research FY                                                2006-07   d 16% 7% 14% 34%

Public Service FY                                                2006-07   d 12% 2% 6% 9%

Mission Subtotal FY                                                2006-07   d 58% 30% 46% 63%

Academic Support per FTE Student
Dollars per FTE Student Ratios                                            2006-07   u $1,715 $1,118 $3,560 $7,781

Physical Plant Operations
1

Grounds Staffing (Acres/FTE) FY                                                2007-08 57.1 12.7 18.8 40.3

Custodial Staffing (GSF/FTE) FY                                                2007-08 46,663 27,916 35,436 37,867

Maintenance Staffing (GSF/FTE) FY                                                2007-08 156,135 70,083 86,733 141,113

Energy Total Unit Cost ($/MMBTU) FY                                                2007-08 $4.84 $4.97 $7.72 $12.89

External Rankings
Undergrad Programs: Ranking Top Public AY                                                2007-08 d 30 30 19 4

Undergrad Programs: Peer Assessment AY                                                2007-08 e 3.4 3.5 3.7 4.4

Grad Programs Total Ranked AY 2008-09 d 40 23 46 89

Students per Faculty Member Fall                                              2007-08 d 17 13 15 18

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

Big Ten Public**

1New data source ïtrends not available. *Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**Big Ten Public values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Trends and Benchmarks

Expenditures by Mission
Instruction FY                                                2006-07   d 31% 15% 25% 36%

Research FY                                                2006-07   d 16% 10% 19% 34%

Public Service FY                                                2006-07   d 12% 2% 7% 12%

Mission Subtotal FY                                                2006-07   d 58% 31% 54% 64%

Academic Support per FTE Student
Dollars per FTE Student Ratios                                            2006-07   u $1,715 $1,118 $2,902 $7,781

Physical Plant Operations
1

Grounds Staffing (Acres/FTE) FY                                                2007-08 57.1 12.7 21.9 50.9

Custodial Staffing (GSF/FTE) FY                                                2007-08 46,663 27,916 37,556 51,872

Maintenance Staffing (GSF/FTE) FY                                                2007-08 156,135 50,994 92,106 141,113

Energy Total Unit Cost ($/MMBTU) FY                                                2007-08 $4.84 $4.97 $8.95 $28.72

External Rankings
Undergrad Programs: Ranking Top Public AY                                                2007-08   d 30 45 22 7

Undergrad Programs: Peer Assessment AY                                                2007-08   e 3.4 3.1 3.6 4.1

Grad Programs Total Ranked AY 2008-09 d 40 10 35 66

Students per Faculty Member Fall                                              2007-08   d 17 13 17 22

Item Cal Year
MSU 

Trend* MSU Low Median High

AAU Public Land Grant**

1New data source ïtrends not available. *Trend reflects a numerical or ranking direction and  not whether  it is good or bad.   

**AAU Public Land Grant values do not include MSU.  Not all institutions had data for every item.
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Appendix

Å University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Å Indiana University-Bloomington

Å University of Iowa

Å University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

Å Michigan State University

Å University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Å Ohio State University

Å Pennsylvania State University

Å Purdue University

Å University of Wisconsin-Madison

Big Ten Public Institutions AAU Public Land Grant Institutions

Å University of Arizona

Å University of California median

for the following campuses:

Berkeley

Davis

Irvine

Los Angeles

San Diego

Santa Barbara

Å University of Florida

Å University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign

Å Iowa State University

Å University of Maryland-College Park

Å Michigan State University

Å University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Å University of Missouri-Columbia

Å University of Nebraska at Lincoln

Å Ohio State University

Å Pennsylvania State University

Å Purdue University 

Å Rutgers University-New Brunswick

Å Texas A & M University

Å University of Wisconsin-Madison

Institutions Compared


